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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kikuchi 
et al. (US 6,929,836). 

In regards to claim 1, Kikuchi et al. disclose a multi-layered bottle manufactured 
by performing a biaxial stretch blow molding (abstract). The multi-layered bottle is 
formed from a thermoplastic resin that contains thermoplastic polyester (col. 6 lines 5- 
9). The thermoplastic resin can be used as an intermediate layer where it has gas 
barrier properties (col. 6 lines 45-46). The multi-layered bottle is manufactured based on 
a known biaxial stretch blow molding method (col. 8 lines 19-21). The multi-layered 
bottle is manufactured by stretching the multi-layered preform (col. 8 lines 49-50). The 
preform is manufactured by performing the compression molding of the composite 
molten material (col. 8 lines 22-25). The multi-layered preform is stretched in the 
longitudinal direction using a stretching rod and in the lateral direction using blown air by 
a stretch blow molding method at a stretching temperature (col. 8 lines 49-54). Thus, 
the container process includes bi-axial stretch blow molding steps and is stretched by a 
stretching rod, thus being stretched twice. A heat set may be performed if necessary 
(col. 8 lines 58-59). 
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In regards to claim 2, Kikuchi et al. disclose that the thermoplastic resin that may 
be used is polyethylene terephthalate (col. 6 lines 9-10). It is preferred that there is a 
blend of resins in which ethylene-terephthalate based thermoplastic polyester is 
blended (col. 6 lines 12-13). The ethylene-terephthalate can be subjected to copolymer 
polyester that contains a small quantity of ester units formed by naphthalene 
dicarboxylic acid (col. 6 lines 36-38). Another form of the resin can contain a xylylene 
group such as polymetaxylylene adipamido (col. 6 lines 45-49). These resins are 
subjected to the same stretching process as described in the previous paragraph. 

In regards to claim 3, Kikuchi et al. a multi-layered synthetic resin 
container is formed that comprises a layer a plurality of intermediate layers which are 
made from gas barrier resin, recycled resin and heat-resistant resin (col. 3 lines 32-34). 
The multi-layered bottle is formed from a thermoplastic resin that contains thermoplastic 
polyester (col. 6 lines 5-9). The thermoplastic resin can be used as an intermediate 
layer where it has gas barrier properties (col. 6 lines 45-46). The multi-layered bottle is 
manufactured based on a known biaxial stretch blow molding method (col. 8 lines 19- 
21). The multi-layered bottle is manufactured by stretching the multi-layered preform 
(col. 8 lines 49-50). The preform is manufactured by performing the compression 
molding of the composite molten material (col. 8 lines 22-25). The multi-layered 
preform is stretched in the longitudinal direction using a stretching rod and in the lateral 
direction using blown air by a stretch blow molding method at a stretching temperature 
(col. 8 lines 49-54). Thus, the container process includes bi-axial stretch blow molding 
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steps and is stretched by a stretching rod, thus being stretched twice. A heat set may 
be performed if necessary (col. 8 lines 58-59). 

In regards to claim 4, Kikuchi et al. disclose that the thermoplastic resin that may 
be used is polyethylene terephthalate (col. 6 lines 9-10). It is preferred that there is a 
blend of resins in which ethylene-terephthalate based thermoplastic polyester is 
blended (col. 6 lines 12-13). The ethylene-terephthalate can be subjected to copolymer 
polyester that contains a small quantity of ester units formed by naphthalene 
dicarboxylic acid (col. 6 lines 36-38). Another form of the resin can contain a xylylene 
group such as polymetaxylylene adipamido (col. 6 lines 45-49). These form of the 
resins are subjected to the same stretching process as described in the previous 
paragraph. 

In regards to claim 5, Kikuchi et al. disclose a five-layered structure that consists 
of OT P/G B R/RC R/G B R/OTP (col. 7 line 41). Where OTP indicates oriented 
thermoplastic resin, GBR indicates gas barrier resin, and RCR indicates recycled resin 
(col. 7 lines 24-30). Thus, the container contains two GBR layers that contain the gas 
barrier thermoplastic resin as described in the above paragraphs. 

In regards to claims 6-7, Kikuchi et al. disclose the method of forming a 
multi-layered synthetic resin container that comprises a layer a plurality of intermediate 
layers which are made from gas barrier resin, recycled resin and heat-resistant resin 
(col. 3 lines 32-34). The multi-layered bottle is formed from a thermoplastic resin that 
contains thermoplastic polyester (col. 6 lines 5-9). The thermoplastic resin can be used 
as an intermediate layer where it has gas barrier properties (col. 6 lines 45-46). The 
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multi-layered bottle is manufactured based on a known biaxial stretch blow molding 
method (col. 8 lines 19-21). The multi-layered bottle is manufactured by stretching the 
multi-layered preform (col. 8 lines 49-50). The preform is manufactured by performing 
the compression molding of the composite molten material (col. 8 lines 22-25). The 
molten material being of the various resins set forth in the application. The multi- 
layered preform is stretched in the longitudinal direction using a stretching rod and in 
the lateral direction using blown air by a stretch blow molding method at a stretching 
temperature (col. 8 lines 49-54). Thus, the container process includes bi-axial stretch 
blow molding steps and is stretched by a stretching rod, thus being stretched twice. A 
heat set may be performed if necessary (col. 8 lines 58-59). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ellen S. Wood whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3450. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30am-5:00pm 
EST Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, D. Lawrence Tarazano can be reached on 571-272-1515. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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